Tutor Tip

Conversation Activity: The New Year

« Write the date 1% January 2008 on the whiteboard.

e Ask students what is important to Canadians about this date? Elicit that it is the start of
our calendar year.

o Pass around the 2008 calendar and ask students to talk about a special day in their home
country. Provide them with prompts: On this day, This is a special day because, It is
traditional on this day, It is the custom on this day etc...

« When all students have contributed, explain that the 1% of January is an important day for
Canadians because it signifies a new start, fresh beginning, new opportunities and
chances.

e Introduce the term resolution. Have any students seen this word before? Discuss New
Year’s resolutions as promises people make to themselves. For an example, someone
who eats chocolate every day and wants to stop could promise: This year | will only eat
chocolate on the weekends.

« Distribute the resolution cards to students and split them into groups of four. Each
student is to read their card to themselves, think about what they will promise to do and
then share this with the group. Encourage them to be as truthful or ridiculous as they like
and be prepared to ask questions or give more information to the others in their group.

« After everyone has shared, mix the students up into different groups and have them all
exchange cards with someone in the group and repeat the activity.

o This activity could be followed by work on the future tense, explaining the difference
between [be] going to and will.
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This year | will stop.... This year | will learn....

This year | will try to.... This year | will go to....

This year | will start.... This year | will visit....
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This year | will begin.... This year | will give up....
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